ITALIJA

OKUPACIJA IN ODPOR
Med drugo svetovno vojno so si okupacijske

sile — Nemcija, Italija, MadzZarska in Neod-
visna drzava Hrvaska — razdelile slovensko
ozemlje ter slovenski narod obsodile na
unicenje. Narod je prezivel zaradi
partizanskega upora.

Belo krajino so okupirali Italijani, med drugim tudi vas
Drage, ki lezi v tesni globeli pod juznimi pobo¢ji Gorjan-
cev v obc¢ini Metlika, tik ob slovensko-hrvaski meji. Vas,
naseljena pretezno z Zumbercani — srbsko-hrvasko govo-
re¢imi potomci Uskokov, ki so se tu naselili v ¢asu turskih
vpadov — je od leta 1942 nudila varno zavetje partizan-
skim enotam, ustanovam in organom: Gorjanskemu
bataljonu, Belokranjskemu in Vzhodnodolenjskemu
odredu, 13. proleterski brigadi Rade Koncar, operativ-
nemu Stabu 4. hrvaske operativne cone, OkroZnemu
odboru OF in Okroznemu komiteju KPS za Belo krajino
ter Stevilnim obrtnim delavnicam. Oktobra in novembra
1942 je bil v vasi stab IV. operativne cone, kjer so sloven-
ski in hrvaski partizani sklenili dogovor o napadu na ita-
lijansko-belogardisti¢no postojanko na bliznjem Suhorju.
Skupaj so jo 26. novembra 1942 napadli in unidili, s ¢imer
se je svobodno ozemlje v Beli krajini razsirilo.

SREDISCE PARTIZANSKEGA GIBANJA

V Dragah so potekale stevilne partizanske prireditve in
mitingi. Ob obisku vrhovnega komandanta slovenske
partizanske vojske Franca Rozmana - Staneta so 1. maja
1943 pripravili celo parado. Od 20. februarja 1943 je v
vasi delovala tudi partizanska Sola. Vanjo je bilo vpisanih
41 ucencev, razvrscenih v Sest razredov. Ucitelj je bil
Gabre Bogdanovi¢. Konec poletja 1943 je v vas prispela
anglesko-ameriska vojaska misija, ki je nudila pomo¢
partizanom. Takrat so Drage postale pomembno sredisce
NOB, saj so zavezniska letala jeseni 1943 na Gorjancih
zacCela odmetavati orozje, obleko, hrano, zdravila in drugo
pomoc. Zavezniki so tu postavili tudi radiooddajno in
meteorolosko postajo. Na mestu nad vasjo, imenovanem
»V kotlinah« pri Popovicih, so uredili spuscalisce, od
koder so domacini iz Drag, Ravnac in Dola z vozovi
prevazali material v vas. Drage so tako postale zbirna
baza za nadaljnjo razdelitev pomodi. Po kapitulaciji Italije
so razmere dopuscale tudi oblikovanje letalskih enot. Na
podlagi depese Vrhovnega Staba z dne, 28. oktobra 1943,
ki je 16. septembra ustanovil Oddelek za letalstvo, 14.
oktobra pa 1. letalsko bazo NOVJ, so se pri Glavnem
stabu NOV in POS zaceli zbirati letalci iz vseh enot v
Sloveniji. Skupaj z mornarji so jih zbrali v Dragah, od
koder so novembra 1943 odsli na Solanje v Bari v Italijo.
Iz Slovenije jih je skupaj odslo 480. Zaradi pomembnosti
vasi so Drage poimenovali tudi Mala Ljubljana.

BOMBARDIRANJE IN POSLEDICE

Dejavnosti partizanov in zaveznikov niso ostale prikrite.
Ustaske oblasti so zato organizirale bombardiranje vasi.
Nemski bombniki so 21. aprila 1944 poleteli z zagreb-
skega letalisca in vec kot dve uri izmeni¢no bombardirali
Drage. Vas je bila skoraj povsem porusSena: tri cetrt his in
gospodarskih poslopij je bilo unicenih, umrlo je pet ljudi
(Milan Devetak, Enica Damjanovié¢, Marija Damjanovid,
Marica Damjanovi¢ in Franci Potocar, star 14 mesecev),
vec jih je bilo ranjenih, vsa zivina v hlevih pa je poginila.
Zrtev bi bilo e mnogo ve¢, ¢e partizanske enote ne bi
pravocasno zapustile vasi in e prebivalci tistega dne ne
bi bili na njivah, kjer so sadili koruzo. V vasi je ostala
anglesko-ameriska misija skupaj z upravo skladisca in
strazarjem Milanom Devetakom, ki je pri bombardiranju
padel. Po napadu se je misija preselila v bliznje Ravnace,
prebivalci Drag pa so se razselili po sosednjih vaseh.

PRISPEVEK K NOB

V narodnoosvobodilni boj so Drage prispevale velik delez:
v partizanih je sodelovalo 23 domacinov, od katerih jih je
13 padlo. V vojni je bilo pozganih in porusenih 35 his ter
gospodarskih poslopij. Vas, ki je bila skoraj izbrisana z
zemljevida, ostaja simbol poguma in Zrtvovanja.
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OCCUPATION AND RESISTANCE
During World War II, the occupiers: Germany,

Italy, Hungary, and Independent State of
Croatia — split Slovenian territory, condem-
ning the Slovenian nation to erasure. The
nation survived thanks to Partisan resistance.

Italians occupied Bela krajina, with the village of Drage in
the narrow valley at the foot of the southern Gorjanci
slopes in the Municipality of Metlika, on the Slovenian-
Croatian border. The village was largely populated by
Zumberak people, Serbo-Croatian-speaking descendants
of Uskoks who had settled during the Turkish incursions.
From 1942, it provided safe haven for Partisan units,
institutions, and administration: Gorjanci Battalion, Bela
krajina, and Eastern Dolenjska Detachments, 13th Prole-
tarian Brigade “Rade Koncar,” Operational Headquarters
of the 4th Croatian Operational Zone, District Commi-
ttee of the Liberation Front (OF), District Committee of
the Communist Party of Slovenia for Bela krajina, and
numerous craft workshops. In October and November of
1942, it was the location of the 4th Operational Zone
headquarters, where Slovenian and Croatian Partisans
decided to attack the Italian-White Guard outpost at

 nearby Suhor. They launched a joint attack on 26 Novem-

ber 1942 and destroyed it, thereby expanding the libe-
rated territory in Bela krajina.

THE CENTRE OF THE PARTISAN MOVEMENT

Numerous Partisan events and rallies in Drage included a
parade to honour the visit of Partisan Army Supreme
Commander Franc Rozman Stane, on 1 May 1943. From
20 February 1943 onwards, a Partisan school operated
here as well. Its 41 pupils were divided into 6 grades
taught by Gabre Bogdanovi¢. In late summer of 1943, an
Anglo-American mission arrived to support the Parti-
sans. Drage became an important centre of the National
Liberation Struggle, when — after 1943 - allied aircraft
began air dropping weapons, clothing, food, medicine,
and other aid. The allied forces set up a radio and meteo-
rological station, while a drop zone was established at a
spot above the village near Popovic¢i known as 'In the
hollows', from which the locals from Drage, Ravnace, and
Dol hauled cargo to Drage by horse cart, making it an
allied collection and aid distribution centre. After Italy
capitulated, conditions were ripe for air force units.
Following the Supreme-Headquarters-issued dispatch on
28 October 1943, the Aviation Department and the 1st
Air Base of the National Liberation Army of Yugoslavia
were established on 16 September. On 14 October,
airmen from accross Slovenia began gathering at the
Main Headquarters of the National Liberation Army and
Partisan Detachments of Slovenia. They and naval
personnel assembled in Drage before going off to train in
Bari, Italy in November 1943. In total, 480 of them
shipped off. Due to its significance, Drage was nicknamed
Little Ljubljana.

BOMBING AND CONSEQUENCES

Partisan and Allied activities did not go unnoticed. The
Ustas$a authorities had the village bombed on 21 April.
German bombers flying out of Zagreb alternatly bombed
Drage for over two hours. The village was almost entirely
demolished; three quarters of houses and farm buildings
were destroyed, five people died (Milan Devetak, Enica
Damjanovié, Marija Damjanovi¢, Marica Damjanovié, and
Franci Potoc¢ar — 14 months old), many were wounded,
and all the livestock perished. There would have been
many more causalities, had the partisan units not left in
time and had the inhabitants not been in their fields
planting maize. The Anglo-American mission, however,
stayed in the village, along with the warehouse
administration and guard Milan Devetak, who perished
in the air raid. After the attack, the mission moved to the
nearby Ravnace, while the Drage residents dispersed to
the neighbouring villages.

CONTRIBUTION TO THE NATIONAL
LIBERATION STRUGGLE

Drage significantly contributed to the National Libera-
tion Struggle: of the 23 villagers in the Partisan forces, 13
were killed in action. 35 houses and farm buildings were
burned and demolished. The nearly erased village,
remains a symbol of bravery and sacrifice.
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